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AutomAtic systEms ltD.                         
Notice is hereby given that the annual meeting of the Company 
will be held at the Mauritius Turf Club, Port-Louis on Friday 08 
May 2009 at 2.30 p.m. to transact the following business:-

As ordinary business:

1. To receive and adopt the annual report and financial 
statements of the Company for the year ended 31 
December 2008 and the report of the auditor thereon

2. To re-appoint Jowaheer Lall Dookun, who is over the 
age of 70, as director until the next annual meeting in 
accordance with S 138(6) of the Companies Act 2001

3-13 To re-elect the following persons as directors of the 
Company to hold office until the next annual meeting (as 
separate resolutions):

 3. M. A. Eric Espitalier-Noël
 4. David R. H. Attenborough 
 5. Ravindra Chetty
 6. M. L. Jean Hardy
 7. Antoine L. Harel
 8. Charles P. L. Harel
 9. Hervé Henry
 10. O. Farouk A. Hossen
 11. J. D. Gérard Pascal
 12. L. J. Michel Rivalland 
 13. John A. Stuart 

14. To note that PricewaterhouseCoopers, having indicated 
its willingness to continue in office, will be automatically 
re-appointed as auditor and to authorise the directors to 
fix its remuneration

Dated this 24th day of Febuary 2009

By orDEr of tHE BoArD
ABAx corPorAtE ADmiNistrAtors ltD
sEcrEtAry
•	 A	member	entitled	to	attend	and	vote	at	the	meeting	is	entitled	

to appoint a proxy to attend and vote instead of him/her and 
that proxy needs not also be a member.

•	 Proxy	forms	should	be	delivered	at	the	Registered	Office,	c/o	
Abax Corporate Administrators Ltd, Level 6, One Cathedral 
Square, Jules Koenig Street, Port Louis on Friday 07 May 2009 
at 2.30 p.m. at latest.

•	 The	minutes	of	the	annual	meeting	held	on	30	May	2008	are	
available for consultation by the shareholders at the Registered 
Office of the Company. 

•	 The	 minutes	 of	 the	 annual	 meeting	 to	 be	 held	 on	 08	 May	
2009 shall be available for consultation and comments at the 
Registered Office address of the Company (one month after the 
annual meeting) from 09 to 15 June 2009.
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The Directors have pleasure in presenting the eighteenth annual 
report and the audited financial statements for Automatic 
Systems Ltd (ASL) for the year ended 31 December 2008.

PriNciPAl ActivitiEs
ASL’s principal activities are the running of a totalisator (Tote) 
system of betting on horse racing in Mauritius organised by 
the Mauritius Turf Club and the organisation of fixed-odds 
betting on foreign football matches, both in accordance with 
the provisions of the Gambling Regulatory Authority Act 2007.

rEviEw of tHE BusiNEss AND fiNANciAl stAtEmENts
The profit for the year increased by Rs 8.8M to Rs 21.2M and 
earnings per share reached Rs 5.99 in 2008 compared to  
Rs 3.49 in 2007. A total dividend of Rs 17.7M (Rs 5 per share) 
was declared in 2008, compared to Rs 10.6M in 2007 (Rs 3 per 
share). Retained earnings at 31 December 2008 amounted to 
Rs 6.6M, against Rs 3.1M in 2007.

rEviEw of tHE yEAr
Highlights for the year include the launching of two new 
services namely fixed-odds betting on foreign football 
matches and mobile betting on racing using mobile telephone 
text messaging (SMS). We believe that punters will enjoy the 
text service in the future.

TheTote revenue increased significantly to Rs 1,189M in 
2008, up by 33% on the previous year. 

The revenue from On-course, Teletote & Off-course betting 
increased by 23%, 27% and 39% respectively.

Part of the increase in revenue in 2008 as compared to 2007 
can be attributed to the following:

1. There were 32 race meetings as opposed to 31 in 2007;
2. In 2007, one meeting was abandoned after the 4th race on 

account of bad weather; and
3. ASL did not operate during the 1st meeting of 2007 due to 

technical problems.

As in 2007, ASL operated 20 off-course outlets for the major 
part of 2008, but two new outlets were opened at Bambous 
and Petite Riviere towards the end of the season.

The rebranding exercise carried out in 2008 had a positive 
impact on the operations of ASL, which now operates as the 
“Supertote” (formerly “Tote”).
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